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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
To
THE ENGINEERING CLASS OF "32 ”
IN MEMORIAM
Life may be likened unto a gift of money. It may be spent for 
luxuries and passing personal pleasures. To such a life there 
is an end. But thanks be unto God there is a greater goal to 
life which is attained by spending life to secure for ones 
self "the pearl of great price". This treasure comes only 
from a life of sacrifice and is redeemable in the mart of God 
for immortality.
Approaching this memorable 35th day anniversary, how sweet and 
beautiful is the memory of him who has gone before us. How 
priceless are the memories of associations, kindness, beauty 
of character and ideals of our departed Ambrose. His 
sacrifices and services should strengthen those still living 
to higher ideals, greater services and for the necessary 
sacrifices that the world, and the United States in particular, 
may be made a better place for those to dwell in who come 
after us.
As individuals, may the bonds of these memories draw closer 
about us and sustain us in our trials and tribulations that we 
may carry on and complete the duties which silent hands have 
laid aside.
Sincerely yours in sorrow,
Mrs. Anna Weiskircher & Family
1118 West 83rd Street 
Los Angeles, California 
June 24, 1940
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PLEASE P O ST
ANNOUNCEM ENT
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
IOWA CITY, IOWA
1940 Summer
MANAGEMENT COURSE
Devoted to
M OTION AND TIME STUDY
For plant managers, foremen, industrial engineers, methods and time study analysts, cost account- 
ants, and office executives, to he held in Iowa City, June 10 to June 28, 1940.
Teaching Staff, Visiting Lecturers and Forum Leaders
R alph M. Barnes, Director of Summer Management 
 Course, and Professor of Industrial En­
gineering, College of Engineering, University of 
Iowa
L. P. Persing, Supervisor of Wage Payment, Fort 
Wayne Works of the General Electric Company
J. V . Balch, Research Engineer and Instructor in 
Industrial Engineering, College of Engineering, 
University of Iowa
Robert E. Box, Engineer in Charge of Industrial 
Engineering Laboratory Equipment, University of 
Iowa
A. C. Baird, Professor of Speech, College of Liberal 
Arts, University of Iowa
Lester T h o nssen , Professor of Speech, College of 
the City of New York, New York
W . L. D aykin, Assistant Professor Economics, 
College of Commerce, University of Iowa (Lec­
ture on Labor’s Attitude Toward Cost Reduction 
Work)
D ewey Stuit , Associate Professor of Psychology, 
College of Liberal Arts, University of Iowa (Lec­
ture on the Use of Tests in Employment Pro­
cedures)
C. M. U pdegraff, Professor of Law, College of 
Law, University of Iowa; Formerly Associate 
General Counsel for the National Association of 
Manufacturers, and Editor of the N.A.M. Law 
Digest (Lecture on The Federal Government and 
Labor Law)
John  A . A ldridge, Executive Operating Staff, 
Sears, Roebuck & Co., Chicago, Illinois
L. A. Bradley, Manager, University of Iowa 
Laundry, Iowa City, Iowa
W . E. Crotsley, Production Manager, Inter­
national Business Machines Corp., Endicott, 
New York
Erick G. Erickson, Chief Engineer, Buddy “L” 
Co., East Moline, Illinois
Lillian M. G ilbreth, President, Gilbreth Incor­
porated, Montclair, New Jersey, and Professor 
of Management, Purdue University
W . F. H eising, Superintendent of Manufacturing, 
W . A. Sheaffer Pen Co., Ft. Madison, Iowa
J. K. Louden , Supervisor of Standards Control 
Division, Owens-Illinois Glass Co., Toledo, Ohio
A  PRINTED BOOKLET GIVING DETAILED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SUMMER MANAGEMENT COURSE MAY BE OBTAINED 
BY WRITING THE SUMMER SESSION OFFICE, W-9 EAST HALL, IOWA ClTY, IOWA.
Members of the Class of 1932:
The yearly interval of news from your class has again 
come upon us very rapidly and we hope that all members of your 
class are flourishing and happy.
Our department now has about one-third of the total en­
rollment of the College of Engineering, as well as some ten 
graduate students. There seems to be more employment opportun­
ities for graduates this year than for several years past. This 
no doubt is due in part to the splendid development of our per­
sonnel work by Professor Ralph Barnes.
One interesting development, during the past year, has been 
the inauguration of a civilian pilot training program in which 
we have some 50 students, subsidized by the federal government, 
who are trying out their wings and who will receive their 
private pilot licenses some time in June. There is some discus­
sion of an advanced course for a few selected students next 
year. Mr. Elmer Lundquist, who received his Master’s degree 
here some four years ago, is instructing these students in their 
ground school work and is also developing the aeronautics work 
in the College of Engineering.
There is one particular thought we would like to stress at 
this time and that is that all of you keep us informed of any 
change in your mailing address in order that we may call to your 
attention professional possibilities which we feel would appeal 
to you. We have many requests every year for experienced engi­
neers and, in some cases, we have difficulties in locating those 
men whom we feel would be interested. It is therefore quite im­
portant that you write a class letter to your class secretary, 
briefly giving your professional experience as we use this 
means of keeping informed as to your present location and work. 
It is also extremely important that you send, directly to us, 
your latest mailing address after you have found a new location.
We have had visits with Grigg, White, Johnson, Moravec, 
Cantwell, Long, Hodges, Weeks, and Morris, and a short visit 
was had with Vierck in Washington. We hope that more of you 
will come in for regular visits in the future.
Wishing each of you a happy and successful year, I am
Cordially yours,
HUBER O . CROFT 
Head of Department
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Department of Mechanical Engineering
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Department of Mechanical Engineering
April 6, 1940
Class of 1932:
We hope our winning football team, our radio annex 
to the Engineering Building, our training course in 
aeronautics under the C.A.A., and other new developments 
will lure many of you back to the campus for a visit 
during the coming year. There seems to be an especially 
fine spirit among Iowa alumni which is gratifying to all 
of us.
You will be interested in our engineering placement 
activities of the last three years. We have compiled 
personal information about each of our 75 seniors— as to 
their activities, experience, and special interests, and 
have sent this in booklet form to 400 prospective employer 
The results have been most satisfactory. This year we are 
having a series of employment discussions in which faculty 
students and employers participate.  We hope this will be 
of value to the seniors. We feel that the College of 
Engineering has been very successful in helping to place 
its seniors in good positions, and we are constantly try­
ing to improve our placement activities.
The Summer Management Course, offered for the first 
time last year, was attended by 35 men from 25 different 
industries in the United States and Canada. We will offer 
it again this year from June 10th to 28th. Since you may 
be interested in this new activity of the College of 
Engineering, I am attaching a sheet listing the staff and 
lecturers who will conduct the course.
My best wishes to all of you.
Sincerely yours,
RALPH M. BARNES 
Professor of Industrial 
Engineering
Enc.
RMB/ne
11 May 1940
To the Class of 1932:
This past year has gone by all too soon, yet it 
seems a long time since I have read your interesting let­
ters.
Some changes have been made in the department 
since you were here. The changes in which I have been 
most interested involve courses in machine design ana in 
internal combustion engines. We have one or two interest­
ing problems on carburetors which are being worked out this 
year. Determination of air-vapor ratio which a carburetor 
will produce has been an interesting problem.
we have been operating two sections in machine design 
for the past several years. The registration in mechanical 
engineering has increased more than in some of the other 
departments, thus making it necessary to operate two 
sections.
Considerable interest has developed the past few years 
in experimental laboratory work by upper classmen. The 
department has purchased, ana will install this summer, a 
complete shop to be used by upper classmen for making 
equipment for carrying out investigations of various kinds 
in the laboratory. This addition to the laboratory will 
fulfill a long felt need and it seems to be appealing 
greatly to the students.
With best wishes to each of you I am,
Sincerely yours,
THOS. G. CAYWOOD
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Department of Mechanical Engineering
Iowa City, Iowa 
April 27, 1940
Mr. Lewis T. Long 
Santa Monica, Calif.
Dear Long:
Through you, may I wish the members of the class of 
1932 the best of everything during the coming year.
As for myself there is not much to report. The same 
old gang is still active in the shops, and the work goes on 
much as it did when you were here, and with the same equip­
ment. Pome day a wealthy alumnus is going to die and leave 
us the price of some new machine tools, and when that 
happens I am going to send each of you a singing telegram.
It is probable that I will have several opportunities 
to write you before that happens.
Yours very truly,
A. V .  O ’BRIEN
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Department of Mechanical Engineering
2107 13th Street 
Moline, Illinois 
May 23, 1940
Fellow Engineers:
For the past several years my letters have been 
pretty much the same as far as position and location 
are concerned and this one will be no exception.
Recently I received my five year service button 
from Deere and Company. I am still employed in the 
experimental department of the John Deere Harvester 
Forks. I have always been well satisfied with my job 
with this company, and consequently have felt no desire 
to make a change.
On January 7 of this year our second daughter, 
named Mary Virginia Blaser, arrived, increasing to 
four the size of our family. Our older daughter, Ellen 
is nearly three years.
Thanks once again to Louie for his work in 
getting out the ”32 Mechanicals.” Will be mighty glad 
to hear from all the old gang once again.
Sincerely,
WILFRED A. BLASER
May 27, 1940
Dear Fellows:
Progress in this part of the country seems pretty slow.
In the past year little has happened that is interesting. We 
built another addition to the plant last summer bringing our 
capacity to 350,000 pieces of ware per day. Had a near strike 
this spring which didn’t materialize. Then the Union sent a 
man in to investigate my department and finding things as they 
should be, wrote a very favorable report. Right now, business 
is terrible. The plant is down for a week and has little 
prospects before fall.
Our newest development is our foremanship training pro­
gram which those of you who take the Transit already know about.
Our little daughter is quite the attraction at home as she 
walks around and talks most of the time. Takes all of our time 
to keep track of her now.
Clarence is still one of the main fuel engineers of 
Carnegie Illinois Steel and gets up to see us often. Don't 
tell anyone, but I think his son is going to grow up and be 
just like him. Russell and family stopped in between cam­
paigns long enough to say "Hello" but otherwise, I don’t get 
to see many from Iowa.
In the army, I can show a little more progress. My 
assignment now is Ass’t. Chief of scheduling-Engineer Procure­
ment District and oh yes, Gil; I’m a Captain.
Got an announcement of T. Francis Murray’s marriage last 
fall. Although not an M.E.; many of you knew him.
Stopped at school last summer long enough to write my 
name and have a chat with R.M. Barnes but that’s about all.
Ted Mavis is up at State College now, but I haven’t had 
a chance to look him up.
Expect to be in Iowa the week of the 4th.
Sincerely,
DON FARR
P.S; We are planning an ail Iowa Picnic here in Pittsburgh 
at North Park, June 15. Will take in all Iowa schools and 
anyone from Iowa even if they didn’t go to school. If any 
of you are near at the time drop in.
D.F.
78-06 Main St. 
Kew Gardens 
L. I., N. Y.
4-23-40
I've been wondering when your harbinger of Spring would 
show up. A trifle late this year but Spring is late too.
The last few months have been more than somewhat momen­
tous for me.
On Feb. 8, 1940 Melinda Carter Glidden presented herself, 
weighing in at a neat 6#-4oz. stripped. Now, at the ripe old 
age of 11 weeks I believe that I can state without fear of 
equivocation, prevaricature, or successful contradiction that 
she is probably the cutest sprout in 48 states. I'd have toss­
ed her up for grabs the day after she was born but she's shaped 
up mighty fine. People say she looks like me at which I blush 
prettily and say "Awww----!"
In addition to the above I've also acquired a new job. 
Recently I was offered a position with the Metallizing Engr.
Co. with which firm I was connected with in Chicago. I 
accepted and am now handling the development of a new method 
of making molds— primarly plastic molds. It really looks like 
a winner. I've been working on it for two months and we've 
made a great deal of progress. Its a lot harder work than 
peddling screws but its interesting as the devil and it pays 
better.
Moved two weeks ago. Our new location is right next to 
the Fair Grounds and whip me for a liar if it ain't true—  
theres a vacant block across the street. We're right near 
the airport Louie, if your work ever brings you up this way.
Its unbelievable, the amount of construction going on out 
here. Mile on miles of new homes and apartment houses. How 
they're going to fill them up beats roe.
The best of luck to you all and I'll be looking forward 
to receiving your letters. My thanks to you Louie, for your 
consistent and persistent efforts in keeping this yearly 
gabfest a yearly gabfest.
Sincerely,
BILL GLIDDEN
Dear Lewis,
506 E. Locust Street, 
Davenport, Iowa 
April 25, 1940
Every year that I receive Lewis’ call for letters 
I am reminded that engineers are traditionally men who 
move about a great deal. By that definition I fall a little 
short, since all my moving is confined to Davenport,
My occupation is the same —  Assistant Plant Engineer 
at the Pock Island Arsenal. I am making an ancient power  
plant behave, and without the aid of Mr. Schmarje’s meters, 
or their like. Nevertheless, I am getting good results. If 
you wish to learn more about boilers I suggest that you see 
Dick Johnson at the S.U.I. plant. His stories beat mine.
A plant engineer is one who knows little about every­
thing, and who only has to design buildings, furnaces, cranes, 
estimate all kinds of repair and maintenance jobs, —  in 
fact do all that which no one else will or can do. While 
I lead a varied and merry life, I won’t advise anyone who 
values his piece of mind to turn plant engineer.
Best wishes to all of you, 
KENNETH R. HODGES
Dear Fellows:
1714 Wilson 
Iowa City, Iowa 
June 4, 1940
Hello Lewis - and the rest of you fella's if its 
in time.
I haven't a thing new to report - still in the
same business and (if the army don't catch up with me) 
will remain with it.
Have seen very few if any of you around here - due 
I suppose to you all being pretty well settled. Hope so 
anyhow.
If things fall right I may go to summer school and 
get me a little knowledge on a couple of subjects I'm 
interested in. There thats a bit of news interesting or 
not— so—
I hope you fellas are getting your Hearts desires, 
and Hello again.
So Long from 
DICK JOHNSON
2017 Grant Ave. Apt. 2 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
April 16, 1940
Dear Lewis, Classmates and Faculty:-
Your notice finally caught up with me this past week-end—  
so I will answer now because additional time will add neither 
quality nor quantity to my contribution to this volume of 1940.
The past year has of course brought new experiences. At 
the time of our last writing my wife and I had just purchased 
our first home and were in the process of furnishing it. This 
afforded us much hard work which was more than offset by the 
pleasure we got from it. Before we were hardly settled cir­
cumstances took a turn for what seemed the worst. I was second 
choice in an appointment for the Superintendency of a new plant 
and following on the heels of that disappointment came a drastic 
cut in salary as the result of a personal friction within the 
organization.
It seemed very evident that there was little promise of a 
satisfactory future in the present position— so I cast about 
over the field of prospects and put out one application for a 
new job. I was very fortunate and received an immediate request 
for an interview.
The interview proved very successful because I secured the 
position along with a twenty percent increase in salary over and 
above what I asked for. This made a change in location necessary 
so we offered our home for sale and had the unhoped for good 
luck of selling it with all the furnishings for cash at our 
price.
After a two weeks trip through the West (part of it) which 
included Colorado Springs, Denver, Cheyenne, Salt Lake City,
Yellow Stone Park, the Black Hills and other points adjacent and 
between we returned home and I spent another two weeks in prep­
aration to making my transfer to the B.F. Goodrich Company at 
Akron, Ohio. I started work here Oct. 1st in the Design Engineer­
ing Dept. This work comprises the designing, estimating, and 
detailing of all major installations made throughout the world in 
B.F. Goodrich’s Rubber plants as well as here at the parent plant 
in Akron. There are some fifty engineers in this office ana so 
far I haven’t found a scarcity of work.
There are a number of ’’Iowa” boys in the plant, namely, 
Nielsen, Sherod and Slemmons, who I see often. The wife and I 
still prefer Iowa to the "bigger and better” places. Our home 
Is always an open house to Iowa folks - particularly engineers 
so call if you can.
Yours truly,
FRANK LARUE
May 27, 1940 
2270 Third Street 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.
Hello - To the 32 Mechanicals and Faculty of 1932 for 1940:
History repeats itself, here it is time for Vol. VIII 
and I wonder how many of you fellows are granddaddys?
I believe the last volume had yours truly labeled as the 
most stubborn hold-out. But all good things come to those 
who wait and so you guys had better wear your blinders 
when I present Ardene, my wife. We were married on 
November 25th, (F.D.R. changed our plans somewhat) and 
spent a very enjoyable honeymoon in the Smokey Mountains 
and Florida.
I am still employed as a Power Engineer by the Firestone- 
Tire and Rubber Company. We are thinking of installing a 
new 1400 lb. boiler, and a topping turbine to exhaust into 
our present condensing turbines. This will enable Firestone 
to carry their entire steam and electric load on two high 
pressure turbines, two condensing turbines and the two 
high pressure boilers.
The plant is making some giant tires, the baby of which 
weighs somewhat over a ton in itself and is capable of 
carrying a load of over thirteen tons.
With Iowa playing the brand of football, as demostrated 
last season, we hope to attend the homecoming or Dad's 
Day game.
Best regards faculty, classmates and their respective 
families. And so until 1941.
Yours very truly,
BYRON D. LIND
1555 8th Avenue S. E .
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
May 24, 1940
Mr., Lewis T. Long
549 11th Street
Santa Monica, California.
Dear Lewis,
Greetings to you and the "32 Mechanicals," from the 
old stay at home. I can’t seem to get Cedar Rapids off the 
top of my letters. I believe I am setting some kind of record 
for service with the same concern. The Cedar Rapias Engineer 
ing Company is still my business address to whom I am directi 
responsible for wage incentive, cost accounting, payroll, as 
well as other duties which may fall to an assistant to the 
plant superintendent.
My 4 year review of college experiences is about 
completed as the younger brother receives the blessings of 
the faculty this June and reports to the Gary Plant of the 
Carnegie-Illinois Steel Company to pursue practical problems 
in industrial engineering. It is my understanding that all 
graduates are placed this year which is in direct contrast to 
that smiling year we all walked off with a diploma ana no­
body to show it to.
Outside interests are mainly tied up with power boat­
ing as in previous years The old hull is groaning under a 
new power plant. The launching and try out scheduled for 
Decoration Day has been postponed a week but you production 
engineers realize how minor interuptions slip into the best 
of schedules.
Being a family man I must not neglect to mention the 
addition to the family which has finally identified her­
self as being of the Chow-Chow breed with the name of "Sonja" 
(kick her and watch her skate) ana the disposition of a 
Collie Pup.
Best of good wishes to classmates and the faculty for 
the coming year which promises to be an eventful one.
JAMES B. LINSLEY
549 11th Street 
Santa Monica, Calif.
June 29, 1940
Volume seven was assembled a year ago in Cheyenne, Wyo. 
just after United Air Lines had moved us from Chicago. We 
enjoyed last summer in Cheyenne and especially the numerous 
fishing trips into the mountains.
Our two weeks vacation was spent in California except for 
a day I spent in Chicago. Soon after returning to work I re­
ceived notice that I was to come to Santa Monica as the United 
Air Lines Representative at the Douglas Aircraft Factory. I 
came here in October to get acquainted with the new job and 
start work on the specifications for seven new DC-3 airplanes 
we had just ordered. After three weeks I returned to Cheyenne 
and on November first came back with the family to stay.
We now have twenty, four engine DC-4 airplanes on order and 
they will be delivered during the next two years. We also have 
ten more DC-3s to be delivered late this fall. Very recently 
United ordered four Lockheed Lodestars so now I ’m spending most 
of my time at Lockheed in Burbank. This makes three types of 
airplanes on order representing approximately 10 million dollars. 
All this has kept me very busy and accounts for the delay in 
getting volume 8 out.
Just after I sent out the first notice for letters 
became the proud daddy of a son, James William. Our daughter, 
Barbara, started to kindergarten early this year.
Ambrose Weiskircher was the only member of the Class I have 
seen during the past year. It was with great sorrow that I 
learned of his death at his home in Los Angeles on May 20th.
He had been bedfast only a few days though his family report 
that they now realize he had not been well for some time.
I appreciate your co-operation this year in sending in 
letters. I sent only two notices out but as you will notice 
most of the gang are represented.
If any of you get to Southern California be sure and look 
us up. When you travel remember, ”It pays to Fly”, and when 
you fly be sure it is in a "Mainliner”.
Sincerely,
LEWIS T. LONG
Dear Fellows:
1215 - 15 St.
Moline, Ill.
April 8, 1940
That final sign of spring, the arrival of a reminder 
from Lewie that the Class letters are due, has arrived so 
I 'll jot down my contribution.
As far as work is concerned the past year has been un­
eventful. I'm still in the Master Mechanics office at the 
John Deere Plow Works. For the past four or five months my 
work has consisted mainly in designing and installing in­
dividual drives for machines in five departments, a total 
of about 75 machines. I've also been playing around with a 
core oven that we converted from coke firing to oil.
Our sales seem to be holding up quite well, although 
of course it can't compare with Airplane and machine tool, 
and our production has been much better than any time since 
' 3 7 .
My domestic life has changed considerably in the past 
year. After being a bachelor for these many years, I found 
out the error of my ways and changed my status last June.
My wife and I then took a trip through the East, 
traveling through Kentucky, the Virginias, and up the Coast 
to New York City. We stayed in New York City a week spend­
ing three days at the World's Fair. The Fair is well worth 
seeing but one should spend a month there rather than three 
days to enjoy it to the utmost. After leaving New York City, 
we took in Niagara Falls and then came back to Moline to 
our present abode.
The members of the Class in this vicinity to date 
haven't produced any prospective engineers although Bill 
Blaser has tried hard enough, but he has succeeded only in 
furnishing two engineers' home companions.
I hope that any of you that happen to be around this 
section of the country will look me up and we'll set a 
plate or plates on the table.
Best of luck to all 
Sincerely,
AL LUNDY
Dear Gang,
1011 - 8th Ave. So. 
Clinton, Iowa 
June 18, 1940
Lewis stated in his letter that it has been a busy 
year for him. I believe it has for everyone, otherwise 
they are on a vacation. It so happens that I am on mine 
now, consequently I have time to write this letter. I 
am using a few days of my vacation to get things straigh­
tened around in our new home. There is always so much to 
do. The rest of the two weeks we are going to a lake 
resort in Minnesota near Itaska State Park called Little 
Man-Trap.
I am still with the H.J. Heinz Company and have been 
since March 1933 doing sales work. It is interesting 
work altho I'll never get rich on the job, I am making a 
steady living. I guess a number of the Iowa Engineers ar 
working at the Rock Island Arsenal.
Last year during the first two weeks in July my wife 
and I drove to Youngstown, Ohio and the New York World's 
Fair. We came home, then went to Worthington, Minnesota 
for several days where my wife's folks live.
How's Byron Lind getting along? I would appreciate 
hearing from him; maybe we could play a little bridge?
wishing all of you the best of luck, I remain.
Sincerely,
J. I. MARTIN
Dear Classmates
1503 Hickory Avenue 
Texarkana, Arkansas 
May 2, 1940
Lewis, I offer my apologies for causing you to send out a 
second reminder. I've been trying to think of a good alibi 
for not writing sooner, but have. been unsuccessful.
We seem to be in a rut, having lived in Texarkana for a year 
end 9 months, the longest time we've spent in one spot since 
leaving Iowa City! Personally I’m glad to withdraw from 
whatever position we held in the race for moves and counter 
moves. We have gradually (and for the third time) collected 
around and under us that stuff you can’t take with you, 
furniture. If we consider the third time the charm, maybe 
we can also consider ourselves settled.
The usual spring rush for air conditioning hasn't materialized 
this year. It may be due to the late cola spring hero, or 
the nasty Nazis. On the whole, our business has been good 
during the past year. Our territory has been expanded to in­
clude Hot Springs, 130 miles east of us and Sulphur Springs, 
100 miles west. Lately we've been concentrating our efforts 
on the new territory, trying to get a few jobs installed 
where we’re not so well known as we are locally. We have 
things pretty well sewed up in Texarkana. Have installed 
practically every job of any size and consequence, and are 
called upon to service the others.
The air conditioning unit we installed in our home last 
spring was the only thing that enabled us to get through a 
terribly hot summer. If any of you are passing through 
this way, come on out and cool off!
Last August, after a year of all work and little play we 
spent a week in Iowa visiting my wife's folks in Storm Lake, 
and my own in Kingsley.
In January I left the family at home and spent a week at 
the International Heating & Air Condition exposition at 
Cleveland. I saw quite a number of fellows I ’d known when 
we were living in the east, but was disappointed in failing 
to run across any of you-all.
Marjorie is still writing, cashing more checks, and bigger 
ones, every month. Forty different magazines have used 
her work, quite a number of which have become regular 
customers--some of them sending her assignments.
Dear Classmates:
Recently she had an article in WRITER’S DIGEST telling 
some of the tricks of the trade, and since then her fan 
mail has almost interfered with her output.
Daughter Mickle is finishing her first year of school and 
her third year of dancing, and has made records that make 
her pa proud in both of them. She learned to read right 
away and is so crazy about it that now I ’m not even pestered 
by having to read her the funnies. The trouble is— she 
insists on reading them to me! The other night she did a 
swell job in the annual dance revue, singing, tapping and 
toe-dancing and doing an acrobatic number. Her acrobatics 
are especially good.
Now Les Grigg, go to town about the accomplishments of your 
offspring J
Best wishes to all of you. I await impatiently Volume 8 of 
the 32 Mechanicals.
Sincerely,
LYNN MIGHELL
535 Fifth Avenue Blag.
Moline, Illinois.
April 16, 1940
Lewis T. Long,
Class of 1932
I am pleased to receive your letter of April 2nd 
advising all of us again that we are about to go to 
press. You are to be complimented for the swell job 
in handling all the correspondence in view of the changes 
necessary in your recent transfers.
Since this time last year there has been no change 
in my business location. I am still in the Moline office 
of the Penn Electric Switch Company where I am told that 
things are going along fine. This might be due to the 
steady month to month increase in business over the past 
year-and-a-half.
Mrs. Moravec has decided she no longer cares for the 
confinement of apartments so we have taken a bungalow in 
Davenport, Iowa, at 1215 Gaines Street, where I receive 
excellent supervision on such matters as mowing the lawn, 
tending the furnace and planting small flower g?rdens. If 
Betty»s.arrangements are carried out, I expect to have a 
regular flower farm.
We plan to spend our vacation in the East again this 
summer and enjoy some of New York’s entertainment.
This is a "hello” to Jim Linsley, Al Lundy, Blaser, 
Milan Shirhall, Jerry Young ana all the rest of the 
fellows. We hope that they will be able to visit us on 
their way through the Tri-Cities at any time.
With best regards to all,
JAMES G. MORAVEC
2650 Dexter St.
Denver, Colo.
April 24, 1940
Members of "'32 Mechs":
It appears that Lewis has found a splendid formula for 
seeing the country. Each year it’s a different address with 
an extra one thrown in occasionally for good measure. Power 
to you, Lewis, and may each move improve your good fortune,
As for me, I'm still in the same house, which T am pay­
ing for slowly; in the same city, which is a luxury if raxes 
are any indication; and. at the same job. Maybe t shouldn't 
say the same job either, because at Christmas time T received 
a very gratifying and unexpected promotion to Associate 
Engineer.
A year ago I stated that I was conducting an extensive 
investigation in Coil Mechanics. The work accomplished so 
far has been quite favorably accepted so that both the test­
ing personnel and the program have been expanded. Except 
for the design of equipment, which in itself is no small 
item, this work is far from any expectations I had in '32, 
but I doubt seriously if I could find work that I would 
more thoroughly enjoy.
A little more than a month after writing for last year's 
volume, we were presented with a "bundle from heaven" in the 
form of a nine pound boy, our second. The older is now just 
past three so you can see there is seldom a dull moment at 
the ^orris residence.
1 wish to commend you, Lewis, on the fine manner in 
which you have collected these letters year after year.
Volume eight will be anxiously awaited.
Sincerely,
CECIL H. MORRIS
Charles City, Iowa 
April 30, 1940
Mr. Lewis T. Long 
United Air Lines 
Santa Monica, Calif.
Dear Louie & Gang:
Probably this letter will be too late to catch the 
fast mail, but here is an honest attempt to be included in 
the ”32” Mechanicals of 1940. Being busy, or maybe it was 
a case of spring fever, prevented me from writing sooner.
Business is as usual, or at least it isn't unusual.
Next week we are leaving for the East on an extended trip, 
and hope to see Don Farr and Clarence Schmarje en route.
They will be the only classmates I will have seen this 
year. I looked for some of the gang at the Homecoming 
game last fall, but couldn't distinguish a familiar face 
in the wild and joyful mob. The closest contact I have 
had with the SUI Engineering College recently was meeting 
Prof. A. V. O'Brien's wife when she came to Charles City 
to see my wife about some club work. Incidentally, I 
found Mrs. O'Brien very charming.
If my dogs do not chew up my check for $1.00, you will 
find this little remittance enclosed in payment for your 
latest edition, which I anticipate with bated breath.
(I just mentioned the dogs so that I could add a little 
information about them. We have three canines in our dog­
house now. They are Persian Terriers, a highly aristocrat! 
breed very much like Pomeranian dogs, in fact they've been 
crossed up until their relationship is very close. We're 
not in the breeding business, but the two cute pups present­
ed to us by our little mother-dog have given us an almost 
full-time hobby. The animals are so much in demand that we 
have to keep them ourselves to avoid quarrels and arguments 
among our friends.')
Now that I've unloaded the trivial news of our existence 
I shall hope to hear something really worthwhile from the 
rest of you. Kindest regards to you all.
RUSSELL H. NIES
456 Pierce Street 
Gary, Indiana 
May 28, 1940
The time has rolled around again for our annual letter 
and Louie is on the thankless job as usual with firmess, 
deftness and dispatch. As usual I hope I am in time to make 
the 1940 edition.
The news about myself can be written in a very short par­
agraph as I am still here in Gary and the Carnegie-Illinois 
Steel Corporation hasn’t seen fit to fire me to-date. Indus­
trial Engineering is still my job and I like it better every 
year. I have had some experience in practically every phase 
of it now and am looking forward to the pilot installation 
of the Standard Cost system the company is going to install 
here. I am scheduled to serve on the committee and imagine 
it will offer many new experiences.
Without further ado I wish to announce the arrival of our 
new daughter Suzanne on April 30th. She is a very nice little 
girl and was very considerate of her father by making her app­
earance in this world in the daytime instead of the dead of 
night as her little brother did. Needless to say she is a 
very cute little sketch and no doubt someday will break some 
of youse guys sons hearts. Incidently I think this new addit­
ion will put me among the tops as far as size of family is 
concerned, further-more I might add that we planned it this 
way - first a boy and then a girl. Nuff Said J
This last summer I attended Prof. Barnes Summer Manage 
ment Course and enjoyed returning to the Alma Mater very muc 
Prof. Barnes really put out the dope and a more efficient 
conducted conference would have been impossible. It was a 
grand bunch of fellows and I wish him greater success in this 
years undertaking. I had the opportunity of getting together 
with Vandecar, Schmarje and Ken Smith for a little bull 
session and it seemed good to talk to a few of the boys.
This seems to be about all the news I can grind out of 
the old typewriter tonight., so will signoff and here is wish­
ing you all the best of everything for the coming year.
Sincerely,
ROY E. OTT
P.S. When in Gary, Indiana stop at 456 Pierce St. or 
telephone 2-4200.
Dear Gang:
May 20, 1940 
2820 Grover Ave.
McKeesport, Pa.
Mr. Lewis T. Long 
549 11th St.
Santa Monica, Calif.
Dear Gang:
During the past weekend we enjoyed a visit with 
Russel & Ruth Nies at the Farr residence. While on 
vacation in Iowa last year we saw a number of the fellows: 
Bill Blaser, Al Lundy, (just back from a trip to Niagara 
Falls with the new frau) Hodges, etc. Everybody seemed 
prosperous.
During the last year I have been with the Carnegie- 
Illinois Steel Corp. (third year). I also taught a course 
in Automotive Engineering and Diesel Engines at Carnegie- 
Institute of Technology night school; sold a couple of 
stokers; built a couple model airplanes; started work on 
a h.o. gage model railway - have 50 ft. of track built. 
That very nearly covers my year’s activity, except for a 
couple of spare-time jobs.
Karapmeier seems to be teaching at U. of Tennessee.
We are leaving for a two-week’s vacation in Iowa 
June 1, Address, 318 Stewart Rd., Muscatine, Iowo., Phone 
484.
Last June we intended to stop for a few minutes in 
Goshen, but by telephone from Fort Wayne found out that 
the Wagners were out fishing for the afternoon.
Sincerely,
CLARENCE F. SCHMARJE.
3400 Sacramento St.
San Francisco, Cal.
4-17-40
I thought for a moment our Lew had forsaken us but 
then I shouldn't have doubted.
You know after eight years out in the cold cruel world,
I find it pretty hard to get a focus and visualize all you 
fellows as you were - anyhow I think I can better imagine 
how you look now with pouches around your waist lines, 
pouches under your eyes, bald heads, false teeth, bulges 
in your pocket books. My, my how we've changed. Wives, 
children, bills, worries— my gosh why do people go to 
college?
You kno?/ our next reunion should be something to ettemd 
and I hope this time I can make it.
The Chronicle of the 32 Mechanicals always is very in­
teresting and I'm sure Lewis must be as busy as the devil 
as he says. Anyhow Lewis now youre in California. Though 
youre hundreds of miles away, let me welcome you to the land 
of sunshine.
Norma Englert one time told me about San Francisco and 
its sunshine but she also said it rained. Well out here 
thats treason.
Am still with International Bus. Machines and am quite 
content, but we keep humping along.
Jean and I are getting an all expenses paid trip to see 
New Yorks Fair and even though we visited there last year 
were looking forward to the trip again. It will be a swell 
opportunity to visit our folks who live in Binghamton, N. Y.
Yes, Guilford if we can we'll go by way of your diggings. 
Thanks for the card last Xmas.
I want to get this off cause I'm late as usual so the 
usual good luck to all you guys.
Sincerely,
MILAN SHIRHALL
Dear Lev/ and Fellows
2111-53rd Street 
Galveston, Texas 
April 7, 1940
I received your letter yesterday so will write my two- 
bits worth while I have an opportunity. Your edition of 
last year was enjoyed as usual ana I am looking forwara again 
to this years.
Last year was also a busy one for me. In June, this 
office decided to send me to Iowa City for a week to attend 
the Hyaraulics Conference which was a success beyond every 
expectation. After the conference, the Rock Island District 
took us by launch on an inspection trip to Dam 14 which I 
had a good deal to do with on construction but never had 
seen after completion. In February the office sent me up to 
Austin, Texas to attend the Soil Mechanics and Foundation 
Engineering Conference at which Dr. Terzaghi gave two days of 
lectures. In August for three weeks and in January for two,
I was sent over to the Savannah District at Savannah, Ga. and 
in March was sent to Washington, D.C. for several weeks to 
testify for the War Department before the U.S. Court of Claims. 
For a month in November I was on annual leave and made a trip 
up to our home in Sioux City, Iowa, down through Iowa City, 
Davenport and the Ozark Mountains.
In January I was promoted to assistant project engineer 
on the Buffalo Bayou Flood Control Project. I have supervision 
of the hydraulics, cost, land acquisition and planning sections 
on this project. In the Houston sub-office we are employing 
about 130 surveymen mapping the project. We are getting about 
three million in July to start construction and are working 
twelve and fifteen hours a day to get our plans out by May 15th 
for approval of the Chief’s office. The total cost of the 
project will be about 28 million dollars.
I enjoyed some nice fishing last year. We maae a trip 
out about forty miles to a fishing bank and had some real 
sport with King Mackerel and Ling. The captain broke his 
gaff on a Ling I had gotten up to the boat which he estimatea 
to weigh about forty pounds. I landed three Kings at about 
twenty pounds each. I built an outboard motor boat but have 
been so busy lately haven't had time to use it. Trout and 
Redfish are the most plentifull. A group of us went together 
and made a 200 foot seine last April with which we have had 
fair luck.
Our girl is now four ana quite a young laay. I have seen 
Van, Roy and Bob Vierck of our class during the last year.
It looks as if I have run overtime so must sign off. I 
wrill be glad to try and show anyone a good time that care to 
come and "visit. We have an excellent beach five blocks from 
where I live.
Sincerely,
KEN SMITH
Dear Lewie,
639 South Dodge Street 
Iowa City, Iowa 
May 27, 1940
Mr. Lewis T. Long 
549 Eleventh Street 
Santa Monica, California
Dear Classmates:
Another year rolls around and I find myself in the 
same position as last year, Manager of the local 
Sears, Roebuck and Company store. It was a very 
successful year (1939) as far as I am concerned.
I still have the same size family as of my last 
letter. My boy is past three and at the age where 
everything is "why" and "what" so when home I'm 
kept plenty busy answering questions.
I seldom see any of you fellows so I am quite anxious 
to get. your letters. I enjoy reading much more than 
writing.
Yours very truly,
B. E. VANDECAR
BEV:A
Enclosure: $1.00
624 Arlington Village 
Arlington, Virginia
Dear Fellow 32-ers: April 25, 1940
Well, here we go again. Lewis made the suggestion that we 
review our last year's letter and then continue that account 
where we left off. That's a mighty good idea, but I find that 
my old copies are filed so safely that I've been unable to 
locate them.
As I recall it, last year when I wrote, I had just arrived 
in Washington, D.C. to take my present position with the Federal 
Power Commission. I don't remember whether I told you much about 
the job. My work is office engineering,— investigations, reports 
correspondence, computations, etc., in connection with power pro­
jects which require Federal license. Several projects are assign 
ed to me and I handle them from the original application to the 
final license. All of which may sound like routine, but the case 
vary quite a bit,-each one has its peculiarities so that it is 
rather interesting.
Washington is a fascinating city ana this section of the 
country is quite pretty. v'e haven't taken any extensive trips in 
the past year but have made several short jaunts,-through part of 
the Virginia mountains, to Chesepeake bay, excursions down along 
the Potomac, and one trip to New York to take in the World's Fair 
and meet a cousin coming in on the queer M a r y .
I had a very pleasant chat with Prof. Croft when he stopped 
here this winter to represent the University at an Alumni 
luncheon on his way to the A.S.M.E. Meeting in Philadelphia.
Ken Smith was here on business recently c^ nd called me up.
We had a mighty pleasant evening together talking over old times.
Last fall, we went to see the exhibit of the fifth annual 
Newspaper National Snapshot Awards, and there hung a picture en­
tered by Lee Wagner of Goshen, Indiana, awarded honorable mention 
prize. How about that Lec?-and who got the prize money, you or 
your wife? Anyhow congratulations Lee - unless It was some other 
Lee Wagner from your fair City.
That about winds up my news for the past year.
I, for one, thank Lewie Long for doing a fine job as our 
secretary. He has been mighty dependable, especially when you 
consider how busy he is with his own work. I wish we could do 
something to show him our appreciation that would be a bit more 
tangible than a mere "thank you".
Best wishes,
BOB VIERCK
May 26, 1940
Dear Lewis: ,
Thanks a lot for your caru reminding me that the time for 
my feeble contribution to our illustrious journal is indeed at 
hand. To date, a poor memory operating 180 degrees out of phase 
with what little spare time there has been available has prevent­
ed getting this letter in the mail. If this fails to make the 
dead-line please send along a copy of those that did and I'll 
try to be more prompt next year.
To the ”32 Mechs” and Faculty Members, Greetings: I hope 
you all are enjoying a generous measure of health, wealth and 
happiness. I hope to see you all at our Ten Year Reunion just 
two years hence (Boy.' ~ wheres my cane)
General Electric business continues to accelerate here in 
Bridgeport at least. My work has expanded somewhat and it seems 
that we are for ever running out of time in which to cover the 
bare essentials. Our manufacturing schedules have been moved 
ahead a full month possibly in anticipation of some future 
munitions business and as a result we are in a continuous up­
roar. I daresay when Congress writes the blank checks that the 
President asked for last week there will be a swell scramble for 
machine tools and equipment to handle what will likely be a lot 
of penalty business.
The chief point of interest at home has been the arrival of 
a son (James Albert) last Valentines Day and the care and feeding 
of same. This business of raising a family has a great many 
angles that I am only beginning to appreciate. Since Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Glidden also acquired a family about the same time we did I 
hereby challenge him to a diaper-changing contest for any stakes 
he cares to name. Our present rate of consumption is 6500 clean 
diapers per year so he is up against considerable experience.
Bill— wish you would stay at home more often, have tried to call 
you twice lately with no success.
Some kind of a memorial is indicated, it seems to me, to 
mark well this notable year due to the fact that for the first 
time since graduation it has been possible to do some long over­
due bragging about our Alma Mater during football season. 
Heretofore when Iowa was mentioned around here some one usually 
asked why so many of the Big Ten Teams picked on Iowa for their 
warm-up game. But not any morel Perhaps Bob Vierck will run a 
special Frontis-piece on this issue of the ”32 Mechs”. May there 
be many morel
In the meantime, I am looking forward to reading this 
most interesting volume.
Sincere best wishes,
221-3rd Ave., Laurel Beach ERNIE WAGNER
Milford, Conn.
515 E. Washington,
Goshen, Indiana,
May 1, 1940
Again we find Lewie being transferred to another area 
and, I imagine, plenty busy supplying the Allies with planes- 
make ’em good Lewie.
I am now in my fifth year with Penn Electric Switch Co., 
and am still designing switches, or more previously, auto­
matic controls for domestic and semi-commercial heating, 
refrigeration, etc. application. The company is not large, 
nor is it real small. The employees number about 300 
persons. We are growing slowly but there are two executives 
who differ on that policy; one wants to expand our field, 
the other seems to long for the days when the company was 
even smaller than now. Of course we in the design group 
would like to see the company grow.
We saw the Indianapolis race last year and enjoyed it 
very much. I was lucky enough to get a series of pictures 
of the three car crash while dodging splinters from the fence
Our two weeks vacation was spent at the lake again —  
fishing, swimming, etc. My wife still doesn’t understand 
how I manage to get up so early to go fishing and yet have 
so much trouble getting started to work at other times.
We attended the Iowa - Minnesota Homecoming game last 
fall and I must say it was about the best game from an Iowa 
spectators point of view I ’ve ever seen. As for the Notre 
Dame game I was quite amused (and also aroused) at a South 
Bend sports writer who was ultra cocky before the game and 
just as nasty after it. Here’s hoping we take them next 
year and all the others too.
That just about takes care of me and now I will look 
forward to receiving Vol. 8. Best of luck to everyone and 
if you're ever in this neck of the woods, look us up.
Yours very truly,
LEE WAGNEK
Howdy Gang,
3212 Linden Ave.
Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 20, 1940
Members of the 32 Mechanicals:
Since my last letter there has been a lot of water passed 
over (and under) the dams here but not so much for me.
I am still developing and manufacturing special equipment 
and supervising the maintenance of that and other devices 
for gathering hydraulic data and silt analysis.
About half of the time is spent on the radio gages of various 
types. The stream gages have been improved and changed about 
15 times. They are made for either a least reading of a 
tenth or a hundredth of a foot. The rain gages are unchanged 
from that mentioned in Vol.5 and a combination rain and snow 
gage added to the line. This gage operates like a scales and 
trips mercury contacts as the precipitation is caught in the 
bucket. Either a thermometer or a solid indicator is used to 
radio the state of the precipitation (rain or snow). The 
least reading is one tenth of an inch of rain, which is 
equivalent to about 3 ounces of weight, so the friction has to 
almost nil for the gages. We have 17 radio gages in contin­
uous operation. One of these, the Clingmans Dome gage, el. 
6400 ft., is probably the highest radio transmitter east of 
the Rockies. Last winter the aerial had 9 inches of ice for 
several weeks.
Rome work has been done for another division for preliminary 
surveying with an aneroid barometer and radio. The elevations 
were transmitted by radio from known bench marks and the 
surveyors and geologists could inspect the planned reservoir 
contours and the rock formations. An article is being publish 
ed about this work.
At the present time, equipment is being constructed for record 
ing the number and height of the waves on the reservoirs..
Data is being collected at a deep water station (about 45 ft.) 
at a shallow station (15 ft.), and along a highway fill. The 
wave form, instantaneous wind speed, and direction is being 
studied. So far we have not obtained a satisfactory device 
for indicating the wave height. They are so irregular and 
have peculair shapes.
Within a month or two it is planned to establish two or tnree 
automatic visibility stations on the reservoirs. These will 
not be very difficult since there has been very little work 
done about fog and its relation to visibility. The cali­
bration will be done in the field by comparison with manual1.
observation. This will give us a continuous 24 hour record 
of the fog conditions before and after the reservoirs are 
filled with water.
The automatic radio recorders are still recording static 
and electrical noises.
The TVA has 6 main river dams, 4 large tributary dams, and 
several small dams (that were included in power system 
purchases) in operation. There are 3 main river dams under 
construction, including the hundred million dollar Gilberts- 
ville dam. Last fall all of our steam plants were operated 
also. Additional generators are being added all of the 
time and we keep selling all of the electrical energy.
I was in Iowa City last June ana probably will be thro 
there this summer. V'hile I was there last year I talked 
with two or three of the fellows ana Professor Croft.
Sincerely yours,
JUD E. WHITE
P.S. Fe have a year old son that keeps me busy at 
home most of the time.
75 East Wacker Drive 
Telephone State 6616 
Chicago, Illinois 
April 18, 1940
Dear Fellows:
Another year, another letter to the class of .
The time surely does fly, but as every year passes by and 
the time arrives to write this letter I am so glad everyone 
has kept up the tradition so faithfully. I just hope the 
time never arrives when we don’t have at least twenty-five 
or more replys. I really think it has become a well formed 
habit with most of us.
I really don’t have a great deal to report this year.
I am still in the same work, but glad to say the business 
has progressed. It is true that this progress has not been 
colossal, but nevertheless it has been a definite development. 
My wife and I are still living in Williams Bay, Wise. and we 
have an office in Chicago.
Last fall we were very busy up until Christmas doing 
sounu-slide film pictures. The wife was on the job as a 
director. It was most interesting work and we had a lot of 
fun doing it. We did pictures for the Jewel Tea Co., Proctor 
& Gamble, the Phillip Carey Co., and the Sherwin-Williams 
Painb Co. This last picture was an all color film.
We are now busy launching a syndicated magazine for 
department stores. This is in the process of selling now 
and it will be another six weeks before we know whether it will 
be successfull or not. We have high hopes, but one never knows.
Last fall I spent two days at the Eastman Kodak Company 
and saw the whole gang from Iowa. I certainly was given a 
royal time by all and enjoyed the visit immensely.
I am looking forward again to all the letters, anu hope 
everyone comes through. Best wishes to all, anu many many 
thanks Lewis for the fine job. What would we do without you? 
The latch string is always out for any of you who get around 
this way.
As ever,
GERRY YOUNG
